DIAGRAMMATICAL ANALYSIS OF THE
HEBREW TEXT

Prepared by William D. Barrick, Th.D.
Professor of OT
The Master’s Seminary

LOGICAL/BLOCK DIAGRAMMING RULES
1. Adjectives: Do not subordinate adjectives to the nouns they modify (1 Sam 16:14):
M R 72777 NP2

Note: If 17 D82 is understood as being adverbial rather than adjectival,
it would be subordinated to Y27 as in #2, below.

Exception: Note that the following set of adjectival phrases deserve
separate diagrammatical representation (1 Sam 16:12):

RTINS RIM
oo RToY
RO 2

2. Adverbial phrases: Prepositional phrases should be subordinated to the verbs they
modify as adverbial phrases (1 Sam 16:1):

T R
SRIATON

3. Apposition: Watch for appositional words or phrases. Use « to indicate apposition
(Gen 37:2):
2 1T
mE%T 1T

TR U o

Note: In this case a vertical line is utilized in an attempt to visualize that the
apposition is to both 7792 and 1971, Technically, the governing nouns (*12) of the
two construct chains are the grammatical focus (“with the sons of”), but the
appositional phrase (“his father’s wives”) is clearly descriptive of the proper
names (“Bilhah” and “Zilpah”) governed by the construct nouns.
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Chiasm: Visualize chiasm (Isa 5:7):
A R2X M7 072 D
B Al gl
B’ T U
A VWYY ]

Construct chains: Do not divide construct chains (1 Sam 16:4):
0T NPT T

Direct discourse: Separate direct speech so that their structure is not confused with
or included in the narrative structure. It will be best to utilize a box or separate
columns or color coding (Gen 37:8):

PN D TTANN

WO IoAn TR 1
12 Suinn Dwinon

TR RID T BOM
PbIHY
1"2T7oMm

Note: The interrogative-iT is separated from the infinitive construct only to
visualize the parallelism it has with 28 and to allow for the visual juxtaposition of
the prepositive intensive cognate infinitive absolutes (PI CIA) in each of the two

lines.
Direct objects: Do not subordinate direct objects (1 Sam 16:9; 16:3, respectively):
Y W NaYM
ToYOTIUR DR BRARL Y

Macrosyntactical markers: Watch for macrosyntactical markers that commence
new sections (1 Sam 16:6):

NI OR122 T

Plays on word: Attempt to represent visually significant plays on words (Isa 5:7):

el N
mobn MM

[Pl
P

TPYX
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10. Repetition: Watch for repetition — especially of key words or phrases (Ps 121:3-5):

1 TON
o0 o
i o O
mpn N B h'a]
1 N
SR
TRE

A TTOp o8 M

Note: An outline font style was used to highlight the repetition of the key word of
the psalm: =nU. Note, also, that the four negatives (one pair of each) are kept in
vertical alignment for visual effect. The verbs associated with the negatives are
arranged in a kind of chiasm (see #4, above) based upon identical middle terms
and assonant outer terms.

11. Subordinate clauses: Causal, result and purpose clauses should be subordinated to
the verb they modify as adverbial clauses (Isa 5:5):

(I will) remove its hedge pigimhivsjaliniwlyt
so that it might be grazed w25 T

(I will) break through its wall M7 YR
so that it might be trampled oMb M

12. Wayyigqtol verbs: Be certain to subordinate wayyigtol verbs to their lead verb (1 Sam
16:14-19):

B Ieielvm)
R '\ 30
o TNRT
IR LT
s 7

Note: In Hebrew the use of 77R™ ... 7Y™ should usually be considered a verbal
hendiadys in which the use of 778" is superfluous and should not be translated

(“then he answered” — not “then he answered and said”). Therefore, in structural
or logical diagramming it does not form another element of the wayyiqgtol chain.
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LOGICAL/BLOCK DIAGRAMMING BY THE NUMBERS

EXODUS 15:26

Step 1: Arrange according to major disjunctive accents. See William D. Barrick, “The
Masoretic Hebrew Accents in Translation and Interpretation” (Sun Valey, Calif.: The
Master’s Seminary, 2004) for help.

TN T 1 ZPY Daun SIUTS o
TR TIY2
TSR AN
TRI72 FRY)
oD DUONTRD DTSR IR oM 03

TRET TN 03

Step 2: Arrange according to major syntactical and structural elements.

piahsy
protasis  TIN T | DPD vawin pingoN
TOYR PP W
VRIS PN
PRI B

apodosis ﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂ“h;
0803 TN

798 T
S DEINEVEMES B
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Step 3: Arrange according to major syntactical and structural elements.

protasis A
B

A)
B’

apodosis

m P A

TN M1 DiPD vaun pingos
THYn Y3 wm

PRISND QI
TR0 )

TR
TN
TP DONND
ITRDT T U D

Step 4: Highlight emphases.

protasis A
B

A,
B,

apodosis

mp FY A

TR I 1 DIDD vouin pingon
YR TPYD W

TEINRD DN
TR0 o

TITET R
TR
T TN
TNET YT I 7D

AR

gl 30
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Step 5: Refine.
TQ&’]
o8

protasis A ’[’ﬂ'?& i '77;7‘7 SJ?_JWH S_JVJ@
b PR PTYR e
A TITSRD D)
B TRIT72 FRY)
apodosis ﬁ?@@ﬂﬁm%g

DISR3 TRD 0N |
T TN
TNDT TN 2
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LOGICAL/BLOCK DIAGRAMMING
WITH HOMILETICAL OUTLINE

Psalm 15: The Godly Man

719% MR 1
[. The Question (v. 1) nj,-p:
NI
17083
ol
YR 103

II. The Answer (vv. 2-5b) eiolol iraby! 2
A. His Character (v. 2) P13 5/;?.9'1
12272 NRX YA
B. His Relationships (vv. 3-4b) WYY HiRY 3
nYy-X®
MYI?
¥
LR
RPI"RY
2P~y
TIY2 11 4
OR?)
T ORTTINY
132,
C. His Selflessness (vv. 4c-5b) ng‘y vav)
Y K2
9032 >
TPITR?
3
T
P17y
MR X
I11. The Promise (v. 5¢) viR? X2 MRV

delrab)
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ADDITIONAL SAMPLES OF DIAGRAMMATICAL ANALYSIS

Genesis 6:5-6

I. God’s View of Sinners (v. 5) DIRT NYY 737 °2 s‘fiﬂ? RN 6.5
R
125 magnn 8o
AP
) Ny il
II. God’s View of Sin (v. 6) DIRTTOR ﬂ,@y'? ﬂiﬂ? oran 6.6
OR3
230N

2125708

Preaching Tips:

1. The context of vv. 1-4 is needed to set the stage for this passage. Yahweh is
the subject here and it is His viewpoint, and His alone, that is represented in
these two verses.

2. In v. 5 there is irony—man was told to “multiply,” but they have multiplied
wickedness. Their depraved nature is overwhelming in its permeation of their
thinking. The inner man is here revealed as having been terribly marred in the
fall.

3. The crux of the passage is the reaction of God to the sinfulness of mankind.
Did He “repent” or is He “sorry”? Here, one must interact with the current
heretical fad of neo-theism (open theism) and their use of this passage as a
proof-text for their view that God has limited knowledge.
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Exodus 2:24-25

Lead verb oo $127Y 2.23
I. Divine Knowledge Declared (v. 24)

A. Israel’s Cry Attended (24a) A DNPR] IR D"f‘?& SJDU " 2.24
B. God’s Covenant Applied (24b) B 717’73 DR D"[b& ﬁDT’T
DTN
PISTON
PSJ"‘N&T
II. Divine Knowledge Confirmed (v. 25) A’ b&ﬂ\d’ NATOR I 7173 R 2.25
B’ o N DT
Preaching Tips:

1. The overall impression of this passage is that God hears His people, sees His
people, cares for His people, and will not forsake them. He has a covenant
with them.

2. The covenant was maintained with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—that is partial

proof of its continuing influence and effect. God’s promises are not annulled

by time or by circumstances.

Some explanation needs to be given about the meaning of “remembered.”

4. God is the subject of every verb in this section. The mind and attitude and
action of God is the topic.

[98)
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Leviticus 18:4-5

I. Living by the Torah (v. 4)
WDUR TDRDN TN 184
RON ORTTOR)
0712 N227
TDRTTON T
I1. Life from the Torah (v. 5) ’DPH TR CpWD\m 18.5
"DRURTON]
DINT OON 7DD N
02
SRIININRS

Chiasmus:
A WYR DIV TN 184
B PUZRID)
c TR
D CpRNRRY
C’ mjgaminlng 18.5
B TP
A BRI
Preaching Tips:
1. Emphasis is on obedience to the Torah as the believer lives in a covenant

relationship with Yahweh who demands such obedience. His self-
identification solemnizes the demand. The chiasmus emphasizes the actual
living (walking) in the ordinances and statutes of the Torah.

2. Two different focuses on living are involved. One is the “walk” or daily living
in obedience to the Torah and the other is the life that is granted to the one
who performs the Torah.
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Isaiah 10:20-22

I. A Change of Confidence (v. 20) RIT5T C?’Q 7 10.20
Theme word: remnant ijW’ WKSW b ‘T\QT_&'?
2pYTIR R
Repetition of root WHP@_I7¥ ]\:Npﬂ'?
1907
PRI WD O
el x

II. A Change of Commitment (v. 21)
Assonance of second term in both lines 270° RW(10.21

Py [ONY

:7923 SRTOR
1. A Change of Condition (v. 22) DRI Fnp 7TTON 7D 1022
abiy Mo
12 2907 ORY
ERUAFE
IDTY DY

Preaching Tips:
1. These three verses are focused on “remnant” by means of repetition. That
remnant must be defined first by the three basic statements made about them
here before moving to other passages.

2. Change is the governing concept regarding the remnant: the object of trust is
changed (vv. 20-21) and the number of the people of God changes (v. 22).

3. Of course, the tie to Isaiah’s son, Shear-Jashub, must be brought out from
chapter 7.

4. In the end, the question is: Why will Israel change? What is the catalyst that

brings it about? For that, a careful examination of the context should prove
helpful.
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Isaiah 60:1-3
Wake Up! It’s Sunrise!

I. The Command (v. 1a) Introductory imperati\(e + imperative
LTIR ’DWP 60.1
I1. The Causes (vv. 1b-3) Chiasm A R2°D
A. The Glory of the LORD (1b) B TN

B 1T 792D
A’ CIoDT2s

B. The Gloom of the World (22) 1" WN e2? -[\'DT'IU T2 60.2
Ellipsis/Gapping of verb 'C"ADNI? [T227] i75?3—7]

C. The Gleam of Hope (2b-3)  Chiasm A _["?STJT

BT
B 179207
A TN TR0

TORD| o 19%m 60.3
Ellipsis/Gapping of verb ¢ FT17)] ﬂl_/]b C’\DI?D[ W/DI?U]W

Preaching Tips:

1. The double imperative dominates and controls the text. All else is summed up
in two *3-clauses subordinated to the primary imperative.

2. Contrast between light and darkness is the overwhelming theme of this
passage. That must govern the preaching of it. Both elements need to be
clearly defined within this context. What is the light? The first chiasm
answers this question. What is the darkness? The greater context must answer
this question.

3. There is a universal scope to this passage—it is not limited to Israel (compare
with Isa 9:1-7).
4. The antecedents for the pronominal suffixes must be clearly identified and

associated with this passage—especially the 2fs. How does that identification
affect the interpretation and the application?

5. Finally, the contrast between light and darkness is encased within a metaphor
implied by the use of the verb 1737. What is the metaphor? How does it play
out in the teaching of this passage, its association with other OT texts, and the
usage in the NT?
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Jeremiah 10:6-7

I. Yahweh is Unique in His Omnipotence (v. 6)

Inclusio (box) T 7[7?3; 1'N12[10.6
[Repetition TR 177717
HTRIR FRY 21T

II. Yahweh is Unique in His Omniscience (v. 7)
E‘lssonance followed by Alliteration..... Dﬁlﬂ -[174?3 7[1%?? &37 ’JD 10.7
Emphatic rather than causal TR’ \-[17 2
[ Repetition imh by B/ aely i Bl
algpmipleppieint

PR TR

Preaching Tips:

1. The unique nature of God is the obvious theme in this section of Scripture.
Verse 6 speaks of His great power (omnipotence), while verse 7 speaks of His
matchless wisdom (omniscience).

2. Verse 6 gives an example of magnifying God in praise. Verse 7 brings in the
concept of fearing the Yahweh—that must be defined in a sermon so that the
congregation understands what it means to fear God.

3. Indeed, He is worthy of fear because of His omniscience, His wisdom. Too
often we think of fearing God because of His omnipotence, His power. Why is
the fear of the Lord so often associated with wisdom (both God’s and man’s)?

4. God’s attributes are not merely fodder for mental exercise—knowledge of His
attributes should manifest itself in our relationship to Him.
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Jeremiah 31:32-33
I. The Former Covenant (v. 32) ﬂ’WDD N'? 31.32
A. Verified (32a) ’ﬂ?? W)DN
mighimh e
PInT o2
T3
DRI
SRR a3 >
B. Violated (32b) TMATAR MRT IRITTOUR

02 N3 M)
TN

1. The Future Covenant (v. 33) TP ORT D 31.33
A. Established (33a) TOOR UK
P87 12N
[=iyiuli=iia it inln

TITTOR]
B. Embedded (33b) Chiasm A "DIINTOR D3
B 0IPD
B 027750
A TIAEON
C. Explained (33c¢) RN
o7
DTN
I R
wll?
07
Preaching Tips:
1. The contrast in this text is between a past covenant and a future covenant that

are distinct from each other. Preaching the text requires that those distinctions
be explained and expanded so the congregation understands how they differ.
2. The implication is that the older covenant was violated, but that the new
covenant cannot be annulled. Why? What is the significance of the chiasm
and the explanation of the relationship the people will have to God in verse
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33? Where else is this formula of relationship employed in the OT? Is it ever
used in the NT?

The context of these verses is significant. The covenant is called “new.” It is
with Israel and includes even specific geographical references to the city of
Jerusalem and its environs (vv. 38-40).

Since the NT references to a “new covenant” beg to be explained on the basis
of this passage in Jeremiah, time must be taken to explain how the two
contexts and contents are related.
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Malachi 2:5-7
I. The Priest’s Relationship to God (v. 5) AT PR3 2.5
A. The Results: Life and Peace (5a) WNN
ci%ym ona
B. The Requirement: Reverential Fear (5b) . B=pighy
.
Focus on Fear NDVD
Sub—pqints ip the seconq half below ’]A&?’T]
e o 5
can make it sound more natural. - : mﬂ ﬂjj]
II. The Priest’s Relationship to the People (v. 6) a0 ﬂ?JN D7 2.6
A. Teaching Truth (6a)
B. Taming the Tongue (6b) &3?3]_&17 ﬂ?ﬁ_ﬂ

C. Transmitting Tranquility and Trustworthiness (6¢) RN amE le@: =

T2

TR
D. Turning Transgressors (6d) oyl aM
o
E. Training Theologs (v. 7) Chiasm A TTD D 2.7
B Y
C no7
cC |70
5 WY

A

PN MIRIETINT TNOR 3

Preaching Tips:
1. Levi, the high priest, is the topic by context. The Priestly Covenant or
Levitical Covenant is the topic of v. 5. Track this in the rest of the OT.
2. A sermon on this text must clearly define and illustrate what the fear of God is

(v. 5). It is the prerequisite for serving as a priest and fulfilling the role
described in vv. 6-7.

3. This is the principle text in the OT defining the duties of a levitical priest. The
overwhelming emphasis is on speech and teaching. Cf. James 3.
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Psalm 27:4-5

I. The Psalmist’s Request (v. 4) ’n‘vr_w NN 27.4
TN
e | UPIAR DN
TR paw
TiTToyR o <ﬂ
o2 m2pa)

II. The Psalmist’s Reason (v. 5 i !
i 72032 MRS 27.5

chiasmi A i IR0
B {1078 7003
B’ ~337!
A thialal i)
Preaching Tips:
1. The psalmist’s request is housed in the last three lines of verse 4—each

introduced by an infinitive serving as the object complement of “I seek.” Six
different phrases with the beth-preposition are utilized to specify the location,
which is obviously the theme or emphasis of this text (reiterated by the
closing chiasm).

2. The causal clause (v. 5) gives the reason for the request. The psalmist’s
request to spend his entire life in the presence of God. The psalmist’s reason
is because God will protect him in bad times.

3. Note three infinitives for dwelling/seeking in the request and three imperfects
for hiding/securing in the reason.
4. The preaching of this text must deal with why the psalmist would make such a

request. Is this a reference to an earthly sanctuary, or to the heavenly
residence of God?
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Psalm 133:1-3
Inscription -ﬂéfb ﬂWbSJ?_JU W’Iw 133.1
I. Statement of Pleasure (v. 1) 37@\_7@ 137
oS TR O
S inp bl
IL. Simile of Pleasure (vv. 2-3a) T71" N0 12307 1w 1332
ISR - JRITO
i)
DI eTHY
R 1333
R,
I11. Source of Pleasure (v. 3b) ]T’g ’V??U_I7¥

OV - TRI3TTN LTS IEY 3
: 0D TY

Preaching Tips:
1. The psalm’s attention is totally on the pleasure of fellowship with those who
are united in their faith and in their mutual reception of the greatest of all
blessings from the Lord: life eternal.

2. This is one of the few places in the OT where eternal life is specifically
mentioned. It needs to be highlighted and it needs to be developed as an OT
doctrine.

3. The similes lend themselves naturally to teaching about the background of

this text geographically and religiously.
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Proverbs 8:22-23
I. Wisdom’s Relationship to the Creator (v. 22) R Tﬂ;ﬂ " 8.22
TRYER CTR - 0T RN
e
I1. Wisdom’s Relationship to the Creation (v. 23) 'Cl?ﬁﬂ A} 8.23
201
RN
INTRTER
or, .

____________________ "HR T 8.22
20T TN
 Toven IR
i TR
o7iwn | 8.23
e e
i w&‘jm i .............................
- TNETRR

Preaching Tips:

1. The overwhelming theme in this text is that of ancientness and the infinite

past. 75% of the words are employed to express that time element (in the box
above). The two verbs are about appointment to a position. The remaining
word is the title of the eternal God, Yahweh.

2. Clearly, the immediate context needs developing in order to do justice to these
two verses. They represent but one part of the total picture of “Wisdom.”
3. Preaching on these verses should also draw one to Psalm 2 (due to the verbs)

and Micah 5:2 (Heb 1; due to the words for the ancient past). Of course, that
means that a Messianic link exists and cannot be ignored. How does this link
fit into the overall purpose and place of Proverbs 8 in Proverbs 1-9?
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Proverbs 17:27-28
I. Cool Spirit (v. 27) Chiasm A PR TV 17.27
B ny;r L"W
B’ MR
A’ Iﬂ;jlm (D’N
I1. Closed Lips (v. 28) ﬂAkDT'f’ D;U &D’W‘[D '7’7& D;(_ 17.28
Ellipsis/Gapped noun ’N;; V}j@@ C@R [17'7&]
Preaching Tips:
1. Do some research on the fit of these verses into their immediate context.

Proverbs often has strings and clusters of proverbs or themes that can be
identified in a context. Such identification is often quite helpful for exegesis.
2. A study of the various words for “fool” will also prove enlightening.

(98]

This pair has a common theme that should prove to be instructive and very

practical. Are there illustrations within Scripture?
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2 Chronicles 7:13-14

I. Movement toward Reconciliation (vv. 13-14a)

A. God’s Moves (13) Protasis 0701 XN T 713
1. No Rain B TR
2. No Grain IR 2IOR7 22770 TIRRTIT
3. More Pain DAY 2T THURTTN
B. Israel’s Moves (14a) MY TSJ]?’W 7.14
1. Humility D20 RUTRIP UN
2. Prayer "1 R 107NN
3. Repentance DY DAT D127 120N
II. Message of Reconciliation (v. 14b) .
A. God Hears Apodosis C’@\QU_TD DRUN IR
B. God Forgives Dﬂ&@ﬂb Hl?cm1
C. God Heals :DZORTOR ROOR]
Preaching Tips:
1. There are two parts to the passage: the protasis (“if”’) and the apodosis

(“then”). The topic is the reconciliation of sinning Israel with God. The
condition is divided into what God does and what Israel does, but the
fulfillment is all God’s work. He initiates the process and He concludes the
process.

2. Preaching on this text can tend to slide into traditional patterns that limit the
message to repentance. It is more than repentance (which is only one of three
actions God’s people are to take). This is intimately tied to God’s covenant
relationship with Israel. See, especially, Leviticus 26.

3. Showing the relationships to covenant will be a necessary facet of preaching
this text.



