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Objectives

1. Identify verse structure by means of 
major disjunctive accents.

2. Display verse structure by means of 
logical line diagramming.

3. Interpret verse structure.

4. Identify poetic devices.

5. Interpret poetic device function(s).

6. Identify the psalm’s structure.
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Psalm 1:1

ת   א הָלַךְ֮ בַעֲצַַ֪ ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ יש אֲש  רֵי־הָא ִ֗ ְֽׁ ש  אַַ֥

ב  ושַַ֥ מ  ד וּב  א עָמָָ֑ ים ל ַ֥ טָא  ך חַַ֭ ר  ֶ֣ ד  ים וּב  ַ֥ ע  שָָׁ֫ ר 

ב׃ א יָשְָֽׁ ים ל ֶ֣ צ ִ֗ לֵֵ֝
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ת   א הָלַךְ֮ בַעֲצַַ֪ ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ יש אֲש  רֵי־הָא ִ֗ ְֽׁ ש  אַַ֥

ב  ושַַ֥ מ  ד וּב  א עָמָָ֑ ים ל ַ֥ טָא  ך חַַ֭ ר  ֶ֣ ד  ים וּב  ַ֥ ע  שָָׁ֫ ר 

ב׃ א יָשְָֽׁ ים ל ֶ֣ צ ִ֗ לֵֵ֝

Hebrew Whiteboard © drbarrick.org



Psalm 1:1

ת   א הָלַךְ֮ בַעֲצַַ֪ ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ יש אֲש  רֵי־הָא ִ֗ ְֽׁ ש  אַַ֥
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Psalm 1:1

יש רֵי־הָא ִ֗ ְֽׁ ש  אַַ֥

ים  ַ֥ ע  שָָׁ֫ ת ר  א הָלַךְ֮ בַעֲצַַ֪ ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ד  א עָמָָ֑ ים ל ַ֥ טָא  ך חַַ֭ ר  ֶ֣ ד  וּב 

ב׃ א יָשְָֽׁ ים ל ֶ֣ צ ִ֗ ב לֵֵ֝ ושַַ֥ מ  וּב 
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Psalm 1:1

יש רֵי־הָא ִ֗ ְֽׁ ש  אַַ֥

א הָלַךְ֮  ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

י            ַ֥ ע  שָָׁ֫ ת ר  בַעֲצַַ֪

י   טָא  ך חַַ֭ ר  ֶ֣ ד  וּב 

ד                         א עָמָָ֑ ל ַ֥

ים  צ ִ֗ ב לֵֵ֝ ושַַ֥ מ  וּב 

ב׃                        א יָשְָֽׁ ל ֶ֣
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Psalm 1:1

רֵי־הָ אַַ֥  ְֽׁ ישא ִ֗ ש 

א הָלַךְ֮ אֲ  ר׀ ל ַ֥ ֶׁ֤ ש 
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Psalm 1:1—Translation

O the happinesses of the man

Who does not walk 

in the counsel of the wicked—

And in the way of sinners 

does not stand

And in the seat of scoffers 

does not sit.
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Psalm 1:2

ו   ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  ו וְּֽׁ צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ם ב  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

לָה׃ י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ ה י  ג ִ֗ י ה 
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Psalm 1:2

ו   ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  ו וְּֽׁ צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ם ב  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

לָה׃ י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ ה י  ג ִ֗ י ה 
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Psalm 1:2

ו  צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ם ב  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

ה  ג ִ֗ ו י ה  ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  וְּֽׁ

לָה׃ י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ י 
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Psalm 1:2

ם  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

ו             צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ב 

ו                         ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  וְּֽׁ

ה                                   ג ִ֗ י ה 

לָה׃                     י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ י 
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ם  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

ו             צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ב 

ו                         ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  וְּֽׁ
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Psalm 1:2

ם  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

ה הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ו            ב  צ ַ֥ פ  ח ָׁ֫

ווְּֽׁ  ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב 

ה                                   ג ִ֗ י ה 

לָה׃                     י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ י 
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Psalm 1:2

ם  ַ֥ י א  ֶׁ֤ כ 

ו             צ ַ֥ פ  ה ח ָׁ֫ הוִָ֗ ת י  ורַַ֥ ת  ב 

ו ורָת ַ֥ ת  ב  וְּֽׁ

ה                                   ג ִ֗ י ה 

לָה׃                     י  ם וָלְָֽׁ ומַָ֥ י 
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Psalm 1:2—Translation

But rather, 

his delight is in the law of YHWH 

And                   on the law of YHWH 

he meditates day and night.
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Psalm 1:2—Translation

But rather, 

his delight is in the law of YHWH 

And on the law of YHWH 

he meditates day and night.
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Psalm 1:3

ר   ֶׁ֤ ם אֲש  י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  וּל עְַֽׁ עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ ה כ  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

ל   כ ֹ֖ ול ו  ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו ו  ת ִ֗ ע  ן ב  תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  פ 

יחַ׃ ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  אֲש 
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Psalm 1:3

ר   ֶׁ֤ ם אֲש  י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  וּל עְַֽׁ עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ ה כ  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

ל   כ ֹ֖ ול ו  ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו ו  ת ִ֗ ע  ן ב  תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  פ 

יחַ׃ ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  אֲש 
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Psalm 1:3

ם  י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  וּל עְַֽׁ עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ ה כ  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

ו  ת ִ֗ ע  ן ב  תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ול  ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃ ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ו                         ת ִ֗ ע  ב 

ול                       ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3a

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ו                         ת ִ֗ ע  ב 

ול                       ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3b

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ו                         ת ִ֗ ע  ב 

ול                       ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3a

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ו                         ת ִ֗ ע  ב 

ול                       ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3b

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ו                         ת ִ֗ ע  ב 

ול                       ב ָ֑ א־י  הוּ ל ְֽׁ עָלֵַ֥ ו 

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3b

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ת ִ֗  ע  וב 

עָלֵַ֥  ול                      הוּו  ב ָ֑ א־י  ל ְֽׁ

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3b

ה  הָיִָ֗ ְֽׁ ו 

וּל                                       עֵץְ֮ שָתַ֪ כ 

ם                          י  י מַָ֥ גֵָׁ֫ ל־פַל  עְַֽׁ

ן                              תֵֵּ֬ ו׀ י  י ֹ֨ ר  ר פ  ֶׁ֤ אֲש 

ת ִ֗  ע  וב 

עָלֵַ֥  ול                      הוּו  ב ָ֑ א־י  ל ְֽׁ

יחַ׃            ְֽׁ ל  ה יַצ  ֶ֣ ר־יַעֲש  ל אֲש  כ ֹ֖ ו 
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Psalm 1:3—Translation

He is like a tree transplanted beside 

streams of water,

Whose fruit it produces in its time

And whose leaf does not wither;

And whatever he does, it prospers.
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Psalm 1:3—Translation

He is like a tree transplanted beside 

streams of water,

Whose fruit it produces in its time

And whose leaf does not wither;

And whatever he does, it prospers.
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Psalm 1:3—Translation

He is like a tree transplanted beside 

streams of water,

Whose fruit it produces in its time

And whose leaf does not wither;

And whatever he does, it prospers.
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Psalm 1:3—Translation

He is like a tree transplanted beside 

streams of water,

Whose fruit it produces in its time

And whose leaf does not wither;

And whatever he does, it prospers.
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Psalm 1:1 & 3 — Structure

O the happinesses of the man

Who does not walk 

in the counsel of the 

wicked—

And in the way of sinners 

does not stand

And in the seat of scoffers 

does not sit.

He is like a tree transplanted 

beside streams of 

water,

Whose fruit it produces in 

its time

And whose leaf does not 

wither;

And whatever he does, it 

prospers.
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Psalm 1:1–3 — Structure
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v. 3

Triplet 
describing 
what the 

godly person 
does.

v. 1

Triplet 
describing 
what the 

godly person 
avoids.

v. 2

Emphatic 

focus on 

“the law of 

YHWH”
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Psalm 1:4

ץ   מ ִ֗ ם־כֵַ֝ י א  ַ֥ ים כ  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־כֵַ֥

וּחַ׃ נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4

ץ   מ ִ֗ ם־כֵַ֝ י א  ַ֥ ים כ  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־כֵַ֥

וּחַ׃ נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4

ים  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־כֵַ֥

ץ  מ ִ֗ ם־כֵַ֝ י א  ַ֥ כ 

וּחַ׃ נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4

ים  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־   כֵַ֥

ם־ י א  ַ֥ כ 

ץ                                     מ ִ֗ כֵַ֝

וּחַ׃                 נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4
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וּחַ׃                 נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4

ים  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־   כֵַ֥

ם־ י א  ַ֥ כ 
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Hebrew Whiteboard © drbarrick.org



Psalm 1:4

ים  ָ֑ שָע  ן הָר  ל א־   כֵַ֥

ם־ י א  ַ֥ כ 

ץ                                     מ ִ֗ כֵַ֝

וּחַ׃                 נּוּ רְֽׁ ַ֥ פ  ד  ר־ת  אֲֽש 
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Psalm 1:4—Translation

Not so the wicked!

But rather, like the chaff,

Which the wind scatters.
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Not so the wicked!

But rather, they are like the chaff,

Which the wind scatters.
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Psalm 1:4—Observations

• The psalm makes a transition at v. 4 to 
focus on contrasts.
1) The opening line opens emphatically: 

“Not so!” In other words, unlike the 
previous description of a godly person 
in vv. 1–3.

2) The subject stands out: “the 
wicked”—same word as key identifier 
of the group contrasted with the godly 
person in v. 1 (see slide 19).
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Psalm 1:4—Observations

• The psalm makes a transition at v. 4 to 

focus on contrasts.

3) The plural contrasts with the singular 

“the man” in v. 1—implying that all 

the wicked without exception fit the 

current description.

4) Repetition of emphatic adversative 

(“But rather”) as in v. 2.
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Psalm 1:4—Observations

• The psalm makes a transition at v. 4 to 

focus on contrasts.

5) Repetition of comparative phrase 

(“like the chaff”) to take the reader’s 

mind back to “like a tree” in v. 3.

6) Assonant closing consonant on both 

“tree” ( ץעֵ  , ’ ēts) and “chaff” ( ץמ   , 

mōts) to make them more memorable. 
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Psalm 1:4—Observations

• The psalm makes a transition at v. 4 to 

focus on contrasts.

7) The imagery heightens the contrast 

between the godly and the wicked by 

comparing “a tree” with “the chaff”—

an unforgettable agricultural visual 

contrasting a fruit tree in an orchard 

with the chaff blown away by the wind 

on the threshingfloor.
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Psalm 1:5

ט   פָָ֑ ש  ים בַמ  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ים׃ ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  ים בַעֲדַַ֥ חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝
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Psalm 1:5

ט   פָָ֑ ש  ים בַמ  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ים׃ ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  ים בַעֲדַַ֥ חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝
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Psalm 1:5

פָָ֑ט ש  ים בַמ  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ים׃ ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  ים בַעֲדַַ֥ חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝
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Psalm 1:5

ים  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ט                        פָָ֑ ש  בַמ 

ים                    חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝

ים׃               ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  בַעֲדַַ֥
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Psalm 1:5

ים  שָע  מוּ  ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ט                        פָָ֑ ש  בַמ 

מוּו ֵ֝  ֶ֣ ים                   ל א־יָק  חַטָא ִ֗

ים׃               ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  בַעֲדַַ֥
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Psalm 1:5

ים  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ט                        פָָ֑ ש  בַמ 

ים                    חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝

ים׃               ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  בַעֲדַַ֥
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Psalm 1:5

ים  שָע  מוּ ר ַ֭ ֶ֣ ן׀ ל א־יָק  עַל־כֵֶׁ֤

ט                        פָָ֑ ש  בַמ 

ים                    חַטָא ִ֗ ו ֵ֝

ים׃               ְֽׁ יק  ת צַד  בַעֲדַַ֥
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Psalm 1:5—Translation

Therefore the wicked will not stand in 

the judgment

Nor sinners in the assembly of the 

righteous.
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Psalm 1:5—Repetitions

v. 1

O the happinesses of the 

man

Who does not walk 

in the counsel of the 

wicked—

And in the way of sinners

does not stand

And in the seat of scoffers 

does not sit.

v. 5

Therefore the wicked will 

not stand in the 

judgment

Nor sinners in the 

assembly of the 

righteous.
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Psalm 1:5—Observations

• V. 5 continues the description of the 

wicked started in v. 4.

• Psalm 1 contrasts the present 

characteristics of the godly with the 

future condition of the wicked.

• The future of the wicked includes a 

specific judgment.
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Psalm 1:6

ך   ר  ֹ֖ ד  ים ו  ָ֑ יק  ך צַד  ר  ֶ֣ הוָה ד  עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י־י  ְֽׁ כ 

ד׃ ים ת אבְֵֽׁ ֶ֣ שָע  ר 
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Psalm 1:6

ך   ר  ֹ֖ ד  ים ו  ָ֑ יק  ך צַד  ר  ֶ֣ הוָה ד  עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י־י  ְֽׁ כ 

ד׃ ים ת אבְֵֽׁ ֶ֣ שָע  ר 
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Psalm 1:6

ים  ָ֑ יק  ך צַד  ר  ֶ֣ הוָה ד  עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י־י  ְֽׁ כ 

ד׃ ים ת אבְֵֽׁ ֶ֣ שָע  ך ר  ר  ֹ֖ ד  ו 
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Psalm 1:6

ים  ָ֑ יק  ך  צַד  ר  ֶ֣ הוָה ד  עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י־י  ְֽׁ כ 

ד׃        ים ת אבְֵֽׁ ֶ֣ שָע  ך ר  ר  ֹ֖ ד  ו 
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Psalm 1:6

ים  ָ֑ יק  ך  צַד  ר  ֶ֣ הוָה ד  עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י־י  ְֽׁ כ 

ד׃        ים ת אבְֵֽׁ ֶ֣ שָע  ך ר  ר  ֹ֖ ד  ו 
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Psalm 1:6

י־ ְֽׁ כ 

הוָה                                 עַ י ַ֭ ודֵֶ֣ י 

ים             ָ֑ יק  ך  צַד  ר  ֶ֣ ד 

ים             ֶ֣ שָע  ך ר  ר  ֹ֖ ד  ו 

ד׃                                     ת אבְֵֽׁ
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Psalm 1:6

v. 5: the wicked

the righteous

v. 6: the righteous

the wicked
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Psalm 1:6—Translation

Indeed, YHWH knows the way of the 

righteous,

But the way of the wicked will perish.
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Psalm 1:6—Translation

Indeed, YHWH knows the way of the 

righteous,

But the way of the wicked will perish.
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Psalm 1:6—Translation

Indeed, YHWH knows the way of the 

righteous,

But the way of the wicked will perish.
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Psalm 1—Structure

vv. 1–3  The Way of the Righteous
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vv. 4–6  The Way of the Wicked

v. 1  The Life of the Righteous

v. 2  The Delight of the Righteous

v. 3  The Picture of the Righteous

v. 4  The Picture of the Wicked

v. 5  The Isolation of the Wicked

v. 6  The Destruction of the Wicked
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Psalm 1—Observations

• Two ways form the theme of the 

psalm—a wisdom theme. 

• “Way” (ך ר  ֶ֣  derek) occurs three ,ד 

times—one of the psalm’s triplets.

• “Way” in v. 1 and v. 6 forms an inclusio

bracketing the psalm.

• Repetitions tie the psalm’s two parts 

together and highlight emphases.
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Psalm 1—Observations

• Chiasms highlight the psalm’s contents 
and focus on its major themes. The 
overall structure is chiastic, 
highlighting the two contrasting 
images (“tree” and “chaff”).

• Delayed reference provides another 
form of emphasis. Although vv. 1–3 
describe the righteous, they are not 
called by that name until vv. 5 and 6.
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Psalm 1—Summary

v. 1: The individual believer who avoids 

living like the wicked will experience 

God-given happiness.

v. 2: The key to godly living involves the 

believer’s delight in and meditation on 

Yahweh’s own instructions (in the 

Scriptures) for how He expects His 

people to live.
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Psalm 1—Summary

v. 3: God has transplanted believers from 

the desert of their prior sinful existence 

into His “garden” (perhaps an allusion 

back to the original Eden?) where He 

provides everything for a fruitful and 

spiritually prosperous life.
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Psalm 1—Summary

v. 4: Life and future for the wicked, 

however, stand in stark contrast to those 

of the believer—as vastly different as a 

fruitful tree and wind-blown chaff.

v. 5: The wicked have no defense against 

future divine judgment and have no 

place among the righteous assembled in 

God’s presence.
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Psalm 1—Summary

v. 6: God sovereignly guides and guards 

the lives of the righteous, but will destroy 

the lives of the wicked.
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Psalm 1—Preaching

• We must delight in and meditate on 

God’s Word in order to avoid living 

like the ungodly.

• God blesses the godly person by 

causing him or her to flourish, but 

curses the ungodly by causing them to 

perish.
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Psalm 1—Appendix A

Canonical Seams

Hebrew Whiteboard © drbarrick.org

Torah—Pentateuch

Prophets

Writings

Joshua 1:8

Psalm 1:2

Meditate on the Law day and night



Psalm 1—Appendix B

• Some scholars believe that every psalm 
is Messianic. Let’s examine Psalm 1’s 
potential:
1. No use of this psalm in New Testament 

with reference to Messiah.
2. No description of God that could be 

identified with Messiah.
3. No reference to humanity of Messiah.
4. Messiah’s own two-path teaching 

excludes Himself (Matt 7:13–14).
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Psalm 1—Appendix B

• Some scholars believe that every psalm 
is Messianic. Let’s examine Psalm 1’s 
potential:
5. Potentially redemptive figure with 

“transplanted” (v. 3) only implies a 
divine work.

• Conclusion: Not a Messianic psalm. 
Psalm 1 instructs believers in how and 
why they should live righteous lives 
rather than wicked lives.
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