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Psalm Titles
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Authenticity

e 116 of 150 psalms have titles

e Psalms outside Psalter have titles
— 2 Samuel 22:1
— |salah 38:9
— Habakkuk 3:1, 19
— Ezekiel 19:14

e Hurrian cult song has title



Hurrian Cult Song
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FOR MORE INFO...

Anne Draffkorn Kilmer, Richard L. Crocker, and Robert R.
Brown, Sounds from Silence: Recent Discoveries in Ancient
Near Eastern Music (Berkeley, CA: Bit Enki Publications, 1976)



Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra
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Obverse



Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra

Figure 16. Transcription and Partial Transhtion of the Song Text RS 15.30 + 15.49 + 17.387 (by Kilmer)
Lyrics (in Hurrian)
I. [x(X)] hanlulta wnivasa ziwe  Sli)lnuwte  Yzutu'riva  wbugara  Tkud) -
H L-'Z-’}/!A RUHAT  UWARI wandalnlita  wkuri  kurkurta  iSolla
WESAL TATIB TISIYA  unu [gla  kabsili  unugat akli  SamSam  me|x] -
KALITANIL  NIKALA  nilhura’) Sal hana  hanuteti  artayaStal

=
Notation (using Hurrianized Akkadian terms)

5. (a) gablite 3 irbute | gablite 3 Ea? Sini? (b) titimitarte 10 uStamari
tisimisarte 2 zirte 1 Sapri 2 zilrtle 2 irbute 2!

6

7. wmbube 1 - Sasfare 2 irbute [1]  Sa[¥)ate 27 titargabli 1 titimisarre 4

8 zirte 1 lapri 2 SafSate 4  irbute 1| nadgabli 1 Sapri 27

9. safsate 4  Sapri 1 Saf¥latle 2 Sabri 1 fa¥ate 2 irbute 2

0. kitme 2  gablite 3 kitlme] 1 qablite 4  kitme 1 qablite 37 [ x x x (x) ]
lower edge of obverse

Obverse




Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra
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Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra
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Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra

wrni - tasal  killa  (z)]ili Yipri HUMARUHAT  UWA(RI]

wlali  kabgi  a[Nlilx1gi  Sirit [muw’lndu WE SAL TATIB  TISIYA
il uklal  fununita'ka®' [panu®lka  KALITANIL ~ NIKALA

attari  ta(Meti  panuke [ xxxxxxxx]dati WEWE  HANUKU

Translation of Notation
(a)  “middle” 3;*“fourth™ 1: “middle” 3: repeats(?).  (b)  “bridge of the normal” 10: closing phrase(?).
“bridge of the normal™ 2;*....” 1, “song™ 2; * * 2 “fourth™ 2
“reed pipe” 1; “third” 2; “tourth” [1]:“third” 2; “bridge of the middle” 1; “bridge of the normal” 4
“ .0 “song™ 2; “third™ 4; “fourth™ 1; “fall of the middle™ 1;**song™ 2
“third™ 4; “song™ 1: “third™ 2; “song” 1: “third” 2; “fourth™ 2
. “closed™ 2: “middle” 3; “closed™ I ; “middle™ 4; “closed™ 1; “middle™ 3
ey £q pardod feAtijin wolj ‘Spos ayy Jo (;Juwiiy e ‘(a[eos/Furuny) APPI-21-jo-|[e4 AU} JO SUOS B ST ST,

deenwyy, NS [0404Gy VI SAWNMTONIA o5 1zmloz yaib-pre p§ mumaiapz pluus] ||
i ' (werpexpyy i) uoydojo)

Reverse



Hurrian Song Tablet
from Ras Shamra

Colophon (in Akkadian) . .
11. [ann)é zammare $a nid-gibli zalluzi Sa DINGERMES TA ™Urhival SU ™Ammu-rapi

“This is a song of the Fall-of-the-Middle (tuning/scale), a hymn(?) of the gods, from Urhiva: copied by Ammurapi.”

€ (2APPIW,, 1] PISOP,, ‘f  JPPIUL, 1| PISO[D,, 1€ BIPPIWL,, 1T PasOPD,,
Z “quno}” :z up‘l.!lllﬂ .' [ “3UOS., :Z 1Y pJ!lll“ : I 6&31105.“ fv “p‘l!ql,‘
T (BUOS,, 1| (S[PPIW 3U3 JO [[B],, [ (YMNOJ, *p (PHYI,, 1T BUOS, 2] "7,
b JRULIOU 347 JO 38pLIq,, { | 2[PPIW 3y} JO 2BPUQ,, 1T PIL, [ 1] YUNOJ,, :T PI,, 1] dId pad1,,
THMNOL,, ST o 7y tT (BUOS,, U] LT, fT (JReWIoU Ay JO FpLIq,,
‘()eseayd 3uisop 1Q[ JewIou yy jo a8puq,,  (q)  (g)sweadarig 2pprul, t[ YMNOJ, CE PP, (E)
UONEJON JO Uoljejsuel],

AYONVI  aMaMm  uog[ XXXXXXXX]  oymw§  na(pvi  uwnv

VIVYIN  TINV.IITVY ~ py[nue]) oy opunun  epyn 1
VAISIL  GILV.I  Tv§am  ngu[gqma) - pas Bxjglp)e 8sqey - jom
UYIVMA JVAAdVIAH  wdiy qi[z] oy jospr o tuan

Reverse



Thirtle" s Theory

e Other ANE poetic texts with musical
subscriptions.

— “the ancient tendency to place generic
labels in the superscripts or subscripts
of the texts.” (Sparks, 85)

FOR MORE INFO...
Kenton L. Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew
Bible: A Guide to the Background Literature (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, 2005), 85.



Thirtle" s Theory

e Other ANE poetic texts with musical
subscriptions.

— “special subscript at the end of the
composition, resembling the
superscript of the biblical psalter.”

FOR MORE INFO...
Yitschak Sefati, “Love Poems,” in The Context of Scripture, 3
vols., ed. by William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger (Leiden,
The Netherlands: Brill, 2003), 1:540-43.



Antiguity

e LXX translators did not understand
the psalm titles

Psalm 4:1 Psalm 4:1
Eic 1o Téhoc, NiIP312 OXIN2
£V YOMIOTG, 0O TP iR

T Aavo.



Antiguity

e LXX translators did not understand
the psalm titles
Psalm 45:1 Psalm 46:1

Eic 10 téhog, Omep TMV njp-ﬁjzb UEQD?

vy Kope, vmep TdHV Srrs s 17 _17
KPLOI®V YoAUOC. A W nv;r }] ;—7



Antiguity

e LXX translators did not understand
the psalm titles

Psalm 57:1 Psalm 58:1
Eic to téhoc, un mjw‘@-bg U;XJD?
orapOeipnc, ' ]
T A0 E1G D'DD A 7335

oTNAOYpapiay.



AcCcuracy

e NT writers specify the author in the
MT psalm heading.

Luke 20:42 Psalm 110:1
oVTOC YOop Ao 11@77‘3 ﬁzb
AEyer ev BiPA®

YOALDV



AcCcuracy

e NT writers specify the author in the

MT psalm heading.

Acts 13:35-36 Psalm 16:10
Aavid pév yap idig yeved YD1 2fYNTRY 103
VN PETNCOS TH TOV 00V N N5 SIRTS
BovAf} ko On kot et
TPoceTEON TPOG TOVG NoY NIRTY 700
TATEPUS AVTOD KAl E1OEV
orapBopav:



Thirtle" s Theory

e Superscriptions: historical and
literary

e Subscriptions: musical
e Cf. Habakkuk 3:1, 19

FOR MORE INFO...
John Richard Sampey, “Psalms, Book of,” in ISBE, edited by
James Orr (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1939), 4.2487-94.

James William Thirtle, The Titles of the Psalms: Their Nature
and Meaning Explained (London: Henry Frowde, 1904).



Habakkuk 3
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Historical & LLiterary Superscription

Musical Subscription
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Psalm Heading Samples

e Psalms 55:7-8 and 56:1
aplplsimlalp ok kiarXiB s alal,

e Psalms 87:1, 7 and 88:1
Y AT mRTIR7.
13 Ry 072703 DY
MAYY N20R™0Y 0XIND m7p °127 M 1Y
PINRT W7 3w



