
Psalm Titles

וּק ה לַחֲבַקּ֣ ָּ֖ פִל  תְּ

י ָֽ גִינוֹת  חַ בִנְּ ָּ֖ נַצ  לַמְּ



Authenticity

 116 of 150 psalms have titles

 Psalms outside Psalter have titles

– 2 Samuel 22:1

– Isaiah 38:9

– Habakkuk 3:1, 19

– Ezekiel 19:14

 Hurrian cult song has title



Hurrian Cult Song

FOR MORE INFO...

Anne Draffkorn Kilmer, Richard L. Crocker, and Robert R. 

Brown, Sounds from Silence: Recent Discoveries in Ancient 

Near Eastern Music (Berkeley, CA: Bit Enki Publications, 1976) 



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Obverse



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Obverse



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Reverse



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Reverse



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Reverse



Hurrian Song Tablet 

from Ras Shamra

Reverse



Thirtle’s Theory

 Other ANE poetic texts with musical 

subscriptions.

– “the ancient tendency to place generic 

labels in the superscripts or subscripts 

of the texts.” (Sparks, 85)

FOR MORE INFO...

Kenton L. Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew 

Bible: A Guide to the Background Literature (Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 2005), 85.



Thirtle’s Theory

 Other ANE poetic texts with musical 

subscriptions.

– “special subscript at the end of the 

composition, resembling the 

superscript of the biblical psalter.”

FOR MORE INFO...

Yitschak Sefati, “Love Poems,” in The Context of Scripture, 3 

vols., ed. by William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger (Leiden, 

The Netherlands: Brill, 2003), 1:540-43.



Antiquity

 LXX translators did not understand 

the psalm titles

Εἰς τὸ τέλος, 

ἐν ψαλμοῖς, ᾠδὴ 

τῷ Δαυιδ.

גִינ֗וֹת   חַ בִנְּ ֵּ֥ נַצ  לַמְּ

ד׃ וִָֽ ד  וֹר לְּ מֵּ֥ מִזְּ

Psalm 4:1 Psalm 4:1



Antiquity

 LXX translators did not understand 

the psalm titles

Εἰς τὸ τέλος, ὑπὲρ τῶν 

υἱῶν Κορε, ὑπὲρ τῶν 

κρυφίων ψαλμός.

רַח   נ י־ק ֹ֑ חַ לִבְּ ֵּ֥ נַצ  לַמְּ

יר וֹת שִָֽ מֵּ֥ ל־עֲל  עַָֽ

Psalm 45:1 Psalm 46:1



Antiquity

 LXX translators did not understand 

the psalm titles

Εἰς τὸ τέλος, μὴ 

διαφθείρῃς, 

τῷ Δαυιδ εἰς 

στηλογραφίαν.

ת   ח ֗ חַ אַל־תַשְּ ֵּ֥ נַצ  לַמְּ

ם ָֽ ת  ד מִכְּ וִֵּ֥ ד  לְּ

Psalm 57:1 Psalm 58:1



Accuracy

 NT writers specify the author in the 

MT psalm heading.

αὐτὸς γὰρ Δαυὶδ 

λέγει ἐν βίβλῳ 

ψαλμῶν

וֹר מֵּ֥ זְּ ד מִִ֫ וִ֗ ד  לְּ

Luke 20:42 Psalm 110:1



Accuracy

 NT writers specify the author in the 

MT psalm heading.

Δαυὶδ μὲν γὰρ ἰδίᾳ γενεᾷ 

ὑπηρετήσας τῇ τοῦ θεοῦ 

βουλῇ ἐκοιμήθη καὶ 

προσετέθη πρὸς τοὺς 

πατέρας αὐτοῦ καὶ εἶδεν 

διαφθοράν·

י   שִּ֣ ב נַפְּ י׀ ל א־תַעֲז ּ֣ כִִּ֤

ן  ֵּ֥ א־תִת  וֹל ל ָֽ אֹ֑ לִשְּ

חַת ָֽ וֹת ש  אֵּ֥ ך֗ לִרְּ סִידְּ חֲֲ֝

Acts 13:35-36 Psalm 16:10



Thirtle’s Theory

 Superscriptions: historical and 

literary

 Subscriptions: musical

 Cf. Habakkuk 3:1, 19

FOR MORE INFO...

John Richard Sampey, “Psalms, Book of,” in ISBE, edited by 

James Orr (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1939), 4:2487-94.

James William Thirtle, The Titles of the Psalms: Their Nature 

and Meaning Explained (London: Henry Frowde, 1904).  



Habakkuk 3

וֹת׃ נָֽ י  ל שִגְּ יא עַָּ֖ בִֹ֑ וּק הַנ  ה לַחֲבַקּ֣ ָּ֖ פִל  תְּ

י ָֽ גִינוֹת  חַ בִנְּ ָּ֖ נַצ  לַמְּ

1

19d

Historical & Literary Superscription

Musical Subscription



Psalm Heading Samples

 Psalms 55:7–8 and 56:1

חַ׀ עַל־ ִּ֤ נַצ  קִיםלַמְּ ח  לֶם רְְּ֭ ּ֣ ונַת א  י ֹ֬
 Psalms 87:1, 7 and 88:1

יר  וֹר שִֹ֑ מּ֣ רַח מִזְּ נ י־ק ָּ֖ .לִבְּ . .

ךְ׃ ָֽ י נֵַּ֥י ב  ל־מַעְּ ָֽ ים כ  לִֹ֑ לְּ ח  ים כְּ רִֵּ֥ ש  וְּ

ות עַנ ֹ֑ ת לְּ חֲלַּ֣ חַ עַל־מ  ּ֣ נַצ  רַח לַמְּ י ק ֵּ֥ נ ִ֫ ור לִבְּ מ ֗ יר מִזְּ שִֵּ֥

י׃ חִָֽ ר  אֶזְּ ן ה  ֵּ֥ ימ  ה  יל לְּ כִ֗ שְּ מֲַ֝


